
 
 

  

 
"Sustainability and biodiversity conservation are inherently related 
concepts but there are practical differences in their interpretation 
and implementation. The premise of this doctoral thesis is based on 
the idea that to achieve sustainability, biodiversity conservation 
needs to be integrated with development considerations to ensure 
that the best practices to conserve biodiversity can benefit both 
nature and humans. 
  
Conservation and sustainability challenges are studied in the 
Galapagos Islands, where the links between social and ecological 
systems are identified through the application of three participatory 
methodological approaches: The Delphi methodology, Q 
methodology and the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA). Relevant 
and legitimate knowledge was jointly constructed and exchanged 
based on the interacting perspectives of a variety of stakeholders 
(e.g. scientists, decision-makers and local communities). Different key 
components of conservation science emerged, including the dynamic 
inter-linkages of social ecological systems, consensus building, 
conservation discourses, power relations and conservation conflicts. 
The generated scientific knowledge adequately integrates social and 
ecological variables, and is of particular relevance for policy and 
decision-making processes. 
  
New scientific approaches that combine local knowledge, science and 
policies to produce adequate and persisting results are urgent to 
achieve an adequate transition towards sustainability and 
biodiversity conservation. Though the Galapagos Archipelago and 
particularly its fauna have an iconic status worldwide, and human-
wildlife conflict gets a specific character, this work is a contribution to 
bridge the gap between different natural and social sciences, 
methods, science and policies, and scientists and the society in 
general in this discipline." 
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