
 
 

  

        In recent years, the public debate about a future vision for spatial 
development in Flanders has been alive and at times intense. 
According to the Flemish Government, the railway network has a 
key role to play in the transition to more sustainable daily travel 
patterns in the region, and the urban development strategy of 
‘transit oriented development’ (TOD) or ‘knooppuntontwikkeling’ 
is put forward as one of the means to reach this higher goal. 
Reasoning from the assumption that TOD has the potential to live 
up to this promise, a series of key questions arise: how, where and 
what development opportunities can be identified for which 
railway stations? This dissertation zooms in on the ‘how’ of this 
pursuit and examines the suitability of a particular 
methodological framework in supporting planning debates 
around railway station (area) development in Flanders: the ‘node-
place model’. The empirical material that was developed and 
validated as part of this work ultimately crystallized into an open 
and interactive webtool coined ‘StationsRadar’. 
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